
© News Pty Limited. No redistribution is permitted. This content can only be copied and communicated with a copyright licence.

New call for open 
research evaluation
TIM DODD

An international group of univer-
sities and research funding bodies 
has backed a new call for open-
ness and transparency in the sys-
tems used to evaluate research, 
warning of the dangers posed by 
closed, proprietary information.

In a statement, more than 
30 signatories of the Barcelona 
Declaration on Open Research 
Information said “too often, deci-
sion-making in science is based 
on closed research information” 
that is “locked inside proprietary 
infrastructures, run by for-profit 
providers that impose severe re-
strictions on the use and reuse of 
the information”.

The declaration warned that 
“black box indicators and analyt-
ics” that were not publicly repro-
ducible were playing a larger 
role in deciding the worth of par-
ticularly pieces of research, which 
in turn influenced decisions 
about hiring and promoting re-
searchers, research funding and 
the future of research organis-
ations.

“Errors, gaps and biases in 
closed research information are 
difficult to expose and even more 

difficult to fix,” the statement said.
One of the academics be-

hind the declaration, Curtin Uni-
versity professor of research 
information Cameron Ney-
lon, said a key aspect of the state-
ment was its call for 
universities and research groups 
to use their procurement deci-
sions and purchasing power to 
build greater openness and trans-
parency.

He pointed to a recent deci-
sion by Sorbonne University in 
France to stop using the pro-
prietary and closed data about re-
search papers sold by Web of 
Science in favour of similar, but 
openly available, information 
from OpenAlex.

However, the global norm in 
the research evaluation contin-
ues to be proprietary information 
sources, which universities and 
research organisations pay hand-
somely for, and which restrict 
public access and open dissemi-
nation. 

Signatories include 25 Euro-
pean universities and research 
bodies and eight funding bodies 
and governments, also all Euro-
pean except for the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, 
which also signed.
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