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Transparencyis
indispensable
Thegovernment’smove toprevent the
tablingofdocumentsdetailing
communicationsbetweenitselfand
Woodsideexecutivesabout theNorth-
WestShelfgasproject (‘‘Government
moves toblockWoodsidemeeting
detailsovergasproject’’, July21) raises
questionsas towhat itwants tohide.
Thegovernment’sargument–that the

communicationswere intense, informal
andfamiliarandassuchdidnotgiverise
to ‘‘any inferenceofbias’’ –appears tobe
self-contradictory. If, asclaimed, they
‘‘didnotsuggest theminister’sdecision-
makingprocesswasflawed’’,onewould
have thought itwas in thegovernment’s
interest to table them.
Ontheotherhand, if they lend

support to theAustralianConservation
Foundation’sclaimthat ‘‘Environment
MinisterMurrayWatt failedto
consider theproject’scarbonpollution
anditspotential impactonthe
environment,’’ there’dbeeveryreason
for thegovernment towant themkept
outofpublicview.Transparency isan
indispensableelementofahealthy
democracy,especiallywhenitcomesto
theassessmentofconsequential
projects.Theplanet’shealth isatstake.

TomKnowles
Parkville,Vic
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