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Kids to cross off skill

Daily Telegraph, Sydney

Eilidh Sproul-Mellis

School pick-up traffic drives
many parents mad, but few
schools need a working set
of traffic lights and crossing
plonkedin their grounds.
Karonga School at Epping
is different. Its $100,000
crossing isn’t designed to
preventroadrage, but to
give students with
intellectual disabilities the
chance to practiseroad
safety. Principal Ruth
Rogers said the crossing
addedtoa “suite” of
specialised areasincluding a
gym and a mini Woolworths
supermarket at the school.
“We're already seeing it
pay dividends,” she said.
Maddison Crawford, 5,
has autism and global
developmental delay, but
attending Karonga hashad a
“phenomenalimpact”, mum
Gemma Crawford said.
“lused to dread taking
Maddijust forawalk ... but
now she stops and waits for
thelittlered manto go
green,” she said. “This could
save so many kids’ lives.”
A grant from the Epping
Club covered half the cost
of the crossing.
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Jim Stafford and his grandaughter, Maddison, 5, use the new
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crossing at Epping’s Karonga School. Picture: Justin Lloyd
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