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PNOC partners with ESG 
for sustainable agriculture 

State-run Philippine National Oil Co. 
(PNOC) has entered a strategic collabo-
ration with Australia's ESG Agriculture 
aimed at transforming agricultural prac-
tices in the Philippines. 

With support from the Australian Em-
bassy, through the Australia Philippines 
Business Council (APBC) and the Jacinto 
Group - a pioneer in sustainable dining, 
promoting accessible, eco-conscious food 
solutions - ESG and PNOC presented 
a letter of intent outlining their com-
mitment to explore a memorandum of 
unders tanding (MOU) and an offtake 
agreement for the supply of lignite. The 
partnership seeks to harness lignite's 
unique properties to produce sustainable 
fertilizers that can reduce chemical inputs 
in farming, lower environmental impact, 
and boost agricultural productivity. 

This par tnersh ip represents a sig-
nificant shift towards sustainability in 
agriculture. By focusing on lignite, a lo-
cally available resource, ESG Agriculture 
and PNOC aim to revolutionize fertilizer 
production, making farming practices 
more cost-efficient and environmentally 
sustainable. 

The potential impact of this collabora-
tion extends beyond the environment. It 
could significantly drive economic devel-
opment in Isabela province, where the 
project is based. By reducing the country's 
dependence on imported fertilizers - which 
currently account for a large portion of 

its nitrogen-based fertilizer needs - this 
initiative could enhance local agricultural 
productivity. Additionally, the use of lignite 
would generate jobs, lower farming costs, 
and increase profitability for farmers. If 
successful, the Isabela project could serve 
as a blueprint for other regions in the Philip-
pines with similar agricultural profiles and 
access to lignite. 

Ares Merchan t s Ph i l i pp ine s Inc. 
(AMPI), a leading supplier of vegetable 
oils, has expressed its full support for the 
ESG-PNOC partnership. AMPI managing 
director Jose Leonardo Tanada affirmed 
the company's commitment to initiatives 
that benefit the agricultural sector. 

"At AMPI, we always back efforts 
that help lower production costs for lo-
cally produced commodities and benefit 
our country's farmers. We fully support 
sustainable projects, such as the first 
Philippine-produced fertilizer made from 
lignite," Tanada stated. 

In addition to ESG Agriculture's part-
nership with PNOC, the company, along-
side its local partner the Jacinto Group, 
will lead efforts to educate and support 
farmers in adopting sustainable farming 
solutions. Through modern agricultural 
practices and greener technologies, ESG 
and Jacinto Group aim to help local 
growers transition toward more sustain-
able and profitable farming methods, 
contributing to improved food security 
and reduced food costs across the country. 
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Shown at the agreement signing are Rafael Toda, president of the Australia Philippines 
Business Council; Joey Leviste, executive advisor of APBC; Jose Leonardo Tanada, 
managing director of Ares Merchants Philippines Inc. and Juan Miguel Delgado, COO 
of Northern Star Energy. 
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SUMMARIES
... State-run Philippine National Oil Co. (PNOC) has entered a strategic collaboration with Australia's ESG Agriculture aimed at
transforming agricultural practices in the Philippines. With support from the Australian Embassy, through the Australia Philippines
Business Council (APBC) and the Jacinto Group - a pioneer in sustainable dining, promoting accessible, eco-conscious food
solutions - ESG and PNOC presented a letter of intent outlining their commitment to explore a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) and an offtake agreement for the supply of lignite. The ...
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