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2024 VOLKSWAGEN
CALIFORNIA 6.1 0CEAN

ENGINE: 2.0-litre turbo diesel

four-cylinder

POWER: 146KW/450Nm

‘GEARBOX: 7-speed DSG, all-

wheel-drive

* ECONOMY:7.81/100km

PRICE: $171,500
Super-versatile and efficient, so
many surprises hidden within,
evenhasakitchensink
Access toroofis challenging, big
tailgateisheavy toclose,
pivoting front seatisajuggle

ONZ

i

has its own mattress and sprung
: . pads, andis even alittle longer than
Ocean, butwaking to aview of astandard double-sized bed.

tmay notbe California, USAand
itmight not be the Pacific

Taupod Lake sure does has its share Actually, to be fair, we did drive
ofbeauty, andadose of mid-winter ;.4 make a video about the
nature. California Ocean backin March

The VW California Oceanis 2021, butwe didn’t getto take it
Volkswagen'’s campervan, a Kombi

formodern times if we can stretch
realities a bit.

Packedto the gunnels with gear,
it's asuperb tourer or family

away due to athing called Covid
lockdown.

Soforthe pastthree years, the
kids have been asking (and asking!)
forthe bigvan with abed up top,

getaway car, foranightorfora s0VW's updated-for-2024
month, able to sleep four, and all

within the dimensions of the
standard VW van, such asthe
Caravelle nine-seater or Multivan
seven-seater people-movers; all
without fear of underground
garages ortightparking spaces.
The electrohvdraulic pop-up roof

Californiawas asmuch areliefas
well-timed for a mini-adventure, this
time in Reflex Silver and Starlight
Blue.

Fourinvitations were sentto the
family foranightawayina
California: wife wasn'tinterested,
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eldest 12yo daughteris attached to
wife's hip, so it was down to just

Dad, Oscar (5) and Ella (8), the main
proponent for getting the van back.

With on-board power, dual
batteries and low-power cut-off, the
California provides plenty of
reassurance, alongwith a kitchen,
consisting of a 30-litre freshwater
tank (and 30-litre wastewater), that
feeds both a mini spray/washer
nozzle and akitchen sink. Alongside
is a two-burner gas stovetop, and
a42-litrefridge.

The only things lacking from it
being a fully self-supported vehicle
is atoiletand ashower, butthat’s
the job of the Grand California.

The California Ocean offers four
seats, and aslide-and-pop-up table,

made even more practical by the
pivoting two front seats that can
facetherearbenchseat.

We booked apowered
(redundant, butsimply for the sake
ofit) berth onthe shores of Lake
Taupod, to drinkinthe serenity, a
sunset and sunrise, surrounded by
nature. Oh, and afew other
campers, and nearby Highway 1.
Still.. ..

Asis often the case with life, Ella
was hitwith a48-hourflu, keeping
herathomeinbed. Andthenthere
were two.

So, with Oscar proudly riding
shotgunin his booster seat, we set
offto arrive mid-afternoon, the
California proving remarkably
thrifty. With a 70-litre fuel tank, and
an economy claim of 7.8-9.01/100km
dependingonwhere youreadit.

We saw around 8.01/100km on the
highway, which offersarange
around 850km.

Arriving and setting up, the
Californiais abreeze, onceyou're
familiar with where everythingis and
stored. The side awning quickly
winds out, with its own integrated

and height-adjustable legs, once
you've foundthe handle inthe
under-rear-seatstorage drawer.

The table unfoldsin seconds, once
you've found it neatly semi-hidden
ontheinside of the powersliding
side door, and the fold-out chairs
offeraquickrest, once they've been
slidfrom their pockets inthe end

of the rearhatch.

Truth be told, we setit up for pics
only, thistime, thanks to the
9-degree temperatures. With just
the two of us, there's plenty of space

within anyway.

The pop-up party piece roofis
like having an automotive attic that
kids love. Operated by a console
above the driver, the roof raisesin
about 20 seconds, interspersed with
pause reminders to check forroom
overhead, orifeverything's
removed and shutwhen closing.

With side zippers for both insect
screens and open air, the whole

frontend opens up inthe same way,
with magnetsto hold the flaps,
offeringthe shelter of atent, with
the views better than most hotels:
because they're your own choice.

With a large mattress and under-
springs, it's quite comfortable, and
Oscarsetup for the night with his
thick winter duvet, pillows and iPad,
hooked up to local Wi-Fi.

The only challenge is entry and
egressto/fromthe roof, as it
requires alittle athleticism, climbing
ontotheseat'sbase, and/orthe
seatback/shoulder, to allowyou to
climbup andin. Theroofisangled,
of course, soit'sagoodideato
sleep with head facing to the front
—unlessyou're 5, and it doesn't
matter.

Accessismade alittle easier by
the swivelling front seats, they make
roofaccess a fraction easier, but
allowfour+ occupantsto use the
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dining table for meals, games or
conversation. Though there is a trick
to pivoting the driver's seat, with a
special movement combination of
armrests, seatbase, backrest,
steeringwheel and handbrake. Get
onewrong, and itturns to custard.
Oncethe codeis cracked, and
remembered, it's quick and easy.

We used the plug-in power, not
because we neededto, noteven
justin case, butsimplytotryitout,
the on-board cable hookingup to
apowerboxandthe plugonthe
rear-quarter.

Easy, done, andno drain, given
we'll likely be running an on-board
heater all night.

Three-zone climate control, dual
up-frontand another control panel
inthe rear, ensures everyone's
happy, and the rear speakers keep
the music easily heard down below,
though there isn'ta way to adjust
the volume without climbing back
up front.

The lower bed offers abitmore
room foradults, and with therear
seatslidingforward onrails, and the
backrest droppingflat, it merges
with the bootfloorand a fold-out
mattress to become another double
bed, with a convenient light switch
operatingthe many LEDs dotted
aroundthe cabin.

Andtofinish off the privacy side,
there's afull suite of blinds to close:
from A-pillarblinds that coverthe
windscreen, the pull down and up
forthe side andrearblinds, and
even the magnetic-lined cloth
covers forthe frontwindows, and
they alldo a goodjob ofkeeping
the heatin.

Other little extras are neatand
very useful, like asmall 12vsocket
torch, dashtop cupholders, pockets
thatactasrubbish binsin the lower
doorpockets and a good dose of
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2024 technology, such as adaptive
cruise control, forward collision
warning with emergency braking,
cross-wind assist, rear cross-traffic
alert, Lane Keep and Park Assist.
Parking sensors and rear-view
cameraalso comeinvery handy, as
doesthe tight-ish (forits size) 11.9m
turning circle.

Up frontisamodern 9.2-inch
touchscreen with smartphone/
wireless app connection and USB-
Cports.

Italladds up to make the VW
Californianotjustasuper
campervan, but one that drives and
rides and performs like a van, which
lately, drive like SUVs.

Addinthe economyandrange
of the 2.0-litre turbo diesel engine,
grip from the 4Motion all-wheel
drive, andtherange, andthe
California starts to showwhy it's
such a capable campervanand a
fantastic way to getaway, for afew
months, or just one nightin Taupo.

Photos / Dean Evans
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